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The American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) published the first
standard for Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) in 1993. As the
seventh version of the ASTM E 1527 Phase I ESA standard is nearing its
completion, FR summarized the main proposed revisions for you. The new
version of the ASTM is expected to be published in December 2021.

The new ASTM E 1527 will include revisions in these four key areas:
-

Historical Research
New Guidance on REC/HREC/CREC determinations
Shelf Life of the Phase I ESA, and
Non-Scope Items Considerations

New Guidance on REC/HREC/CREC determinations
The revised ASTM E 1527 would clarify or add the following notable definitions:




Significant Data Gap – meaning that the environmental professional (EP) must comment
on the relevance or significance of the data gap;
Historic Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC)- any new pathways must be
identified by EP;
Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition (CREC) – discussion on whether the
current onsite conditions satisfy the current regulatory risk-based closure standard.

Historical Research
A key focus is also on the standard’s language on historical research with a goal
of strengthening historical sources. The big four of Historic Sources (aerial
photographs, fire insurance maps, city directories, and topographic maps) should
be reviewed during the Phase I ESA. A detailed explanation as to why these
sources were not pertinent should be included, and/or why additional sources
were utilized, especially for geographic variations. All historic sources must work
in concert to understand the former use and occupants of the subject property.

Shelf Life of the Phase I ESA
A simple answer is that after one year a new Phase I ESA needs to be prepared.
However, certain resources may be reused (i.e. historical aerial photographs,
topographic maps) by the consultant if information is available. The following
items have a shelf life of 180 days: Interviews with owners, operators and
occupants; search for environmental clean-up liens (User’s responsibility);
reviews of federal, state, local and tribal records; database reviews and inquiries
of regulatory agencies; a site visit; and a declaration of the environmental
professional.

Non-Scope Considerations
Adding consideration of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in Building Materials
that are part of the building structure (although they are “non-scope
considerations, PCBs should be discussed with clients who are considering
renovation/demolition).

